NATIONAL IDEALS                  48

purpose. Some of them have given up
all study of Sanskrit and consider the time
spent in acquiring it as lost* Of all those
pious donors who make endowments for
popularizing the study of Sanskrit or for
imparting religious instruction in creeds and
forms, there are very few who make their
own sons and nephews devote much of
their time to either.

Personally, I yield to none in my respect
for the ancient Aryans, I am as proud as
anyone else of their achievements. They
advanced human knowledge to an extent
that has made it possible for the modems
to advance further. I am proud of their
wisdom, their spirituality, their ethics and
their literary achievements, but I cannot
shut my eyes to the fact that the world has
since then advanced much further in know-
ledge. And if knowledge is wisdom, then
we must presume also that the world is
wiser to-day than it was three thousand
years ago.

This advanced knowledge and its resultant
wisdom is at present embodied iu foreign
languages* Every year, every month, nay
every day, in the year, it is making further
progress. So much so that a book dealing
with sciences becomes almost out of date